FOR USE OVER UNSTABLE SOILS FOR:-

· Grade Beams

· Structural Flat Slabs

· Prestressed Box Beams

· Cored Flat Slabs
Bildavoid void form is designed to have adequate strength to support wet concrete until 
initial setting is complete. It is also designed to lose strength with prolonged exposure to moisture which soon accumulates beneath slabs and beams.
ALSO USED FOR:-

· Hollow Beams

· Hollow Mass Concrete Installations

· Acoustic purposes
Care should be taken to keep BildaVoid void form protected from weather and they should be laid as close to the time of pouring as possible.

BildaVoid void form should not be point loaded
ADVANTAGES OF VOIDFORM
· Forms a cushion between soil and structure.

· Supports the grade beam and slab until it reaches strength

· Provides a void to protect grade beams and slabs from negative pressures which cause cracking and breaking.  After a time VOIDFORM absorbs ground pressures because of the action of soil acids, bacteria and moisture on the material.  Eventually a void remains beneath the concrete.

TYPES OF VOIDFORM

1.  Standard Void form for floor slabs may be Cellular (formed) panels or block    

     panels.

2.  Void form block panels (semi-cellular). These consist of layers of fibreboard which    

     can be cut to size.  They are supplied pre-assembled and have high dead loading  

     resistance and slower decomposition rates.

SUGGESTED SPECIFICATION
On ground surfaces that are completely firm and level, place VOIDFORMS and cover same with a waterproof membrane.  Do not lay out VOIDFORMS until ready to place concrete. All VOIDFORMS stored on site must be protected at all times, off the ground in a manner to keep thoroughly dry but ventilated to prevent steaming.
Other trades shall co-operate by protecting forms by providing necessary walkways to prevent point loading.  If concrete is to be wheeled into place, proper runways shall be provided.

Two typical specifications for use within the construction industry (each extracted from Government specifications).

SUBSECTION D FORMWORK

06 VOIDFORMERS

REQUIREMENT: Where shown on the drawings, cast suspended ground floor slab and beams on BildaVoid un-waxed cardboard or fibreboard void formers which are collapsible on absorption of moisture.  Keep void formers dry until use, place them on a firm level surface, and cover with a waterproof membrane, and place reinforcement and concrete with minimum delay.

TEST CERTIFICATES: Supply certificates to confirm that the formers comply with the following requirements, under laboratory conditions, when placed on damp sand and loaded with a mass of wet concrete not less than the mass of the beams or slabs they are required to support.

· Deflection during placing and compaction of the concrete is less than the span of the beam or slab divided by 1000.

-    Additional deflection between initial set and seven days does not   

     exceed span /400.

· Collapse and loss of load carrying capacity will occur not more than 48  

     hours after flooding with water, creating a void not less than 60% of the      

     original depth of void former.

4.6      VOIDFORMERS

REQUIREMENT: Where shown on the drawings, cast suspended ground floor slab and beams on BildaVoid un-waxed cardboard or fibreboard void formers which are collapsible on absorption of moisture.  Keep void formers dry until use, place them on a firm level surface, covered with a plastic sheeting to prevent rapid take up of moisture from the soil leading to premature collapse of the void formers. On top of the cardboard formers place hardboard (masonite or MDF) or fibre cement sheeting to prevent bar chairs penetrating into the cardboard.  Traditional metal dishes are not suitable on there own.  Place reinforcement and concrete with minimum delay.

TEST CERTIFICATES: Supply certificates to confirm that the formers comply with the following requirements, under laboratory conditions, when placed on damp sand and loaded with a mass of wet concrete not less than the mass of the beams or slabs they are required to support.

· Deflection during placing and compaction of the concrete is less than the span of the beam or slab divided by 1000.

-    Additional deflection between initial set and seven days does not   

     exceed span /400.

· Collapse and loss of load carrying capacity will occur not more than 48  

     hours after flooding with water, creating a void not less than 60% of the      

     original depth of void former.
Bildavoid Note: 

Specification (06) above is the most generally used system – reinforcement bar chairs are placed on bar chair plates (“traditional metal dishes as stated above” ) – As generally used for concrete placed on visqueen.






